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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  tenth  Annual  Report, 
the  contents  of  which  have  been  arranged  in  accordance  with  the 
Minister  of  Health’s  request  conveyed  to  the  Council  in  Circular 
28/4G  (England). 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  fairly  satisfactory 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  epidemics  and  the  number  of 
cases  of  notified  infectious  disease  fell  considerably.  It  was  still 
apparent,  however,  from  reports  of  general  practitioners,  from 
informal  reports  of  industrial  medical  officers  and  the  Approved 
Societies  that  short-term  minor  sickness  among  the  adult 
population  was  increasing  to  considerable  proportions.  The 
people  had  become  tired  and  were  showing  less  resistance  to,  and 
smaller  recuperative  power  from,  the  lesser  as  well  as  major 
ailments. 

I  would  respectfully  draw  your  attention  yet  again  to  the 
Housing  section  of  this  Report.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  remarks 
are  exactly  the  same  as  those  made  in  last  year’s  report,  and  the 
only  difference  from  that  report  was  that  another  365  days  of 
unhealthy  housing  have  been  endured  by  large  numbers  of  the 
population.  The  after-results  of  the  canker  of  bad  housing  and 
overcrowding  existing  and  growing  in  the  midst  of  our  town 
remain  patent  to  all.  These  factors  are  the  two  black  spots  on 
an  otherwise  reasonable  health  record  after  five  years  of  war  and 
its  aftermath  and  still  exist  despite  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  local 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  and  their  officers. 

The  death  rate  of  12.05  was  below  that  of  the  country  and  of 
the  large  towns.  The  birth  rate,  now  19.30,  shows  a  slight 
decrease  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  births  was 
increasing  again. 

The  Health  Committee,  as  a  result  of  its  consistent  and 
progressive  policy,  improved  still  further  the  facilities  and 
resources  of  Hallam  Hospital.  Admissions  for  the  year  reached 
6,233  and  operations  2,417.  This  amount  of  work  included 
nursing  of  Military  casualties  and  shows  an  increase  of  43.5%  and 
110.2%  respectively  over  that  carried  Out  in  1938.  The  splendid 
combined  team  work  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Matron, 
Consultants,  Medical,  Nursing  and  Clerical  Staffs  remained  an 
outstanding  feature.  It  can  be  stated  in  all  modesty  that  in  your 
Hallam  Municipal  Hospital  you  have  one  of  the  most  original 
smooth-working  and  efficient  Municipal  Hospitals. 

The  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  among  the 
inhabitants  remained  high,  though  for  the  first  time  in  six  years 
the  number  of  notified  cases  was  less  than  that  of  the  year  before. 
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It  may  be  that  number  of  annual  new  cases  has  reached  its  peak 
hut  the  aftermath  of  the  increase  during  the  last  few  years  will  he 
felt  for  some  considerable  time.  The  value  of  the  preventive  work 
of  the  Dispensary  is  shown  by  the  returns  given  in  the  body  of 
this  report.  It  cannot  be  emphasised  too  frequently  that  until 
decent  and  adequate  housing  is  forthcoming  for  the  residents  of 
West  Bromwich  no  great  hope  for  a  reduction  in  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  can  be  held  out. 

1  feel  that,  as  last  year,  a  tribute  is  due  to  the  general 
practitioners  of  the  town  for  most  excellent  service  and  also  for 
co-operation  with  the  Health  Department.  Another  tribute  is  also 
due  to  the  long-suffering  sections  of  the  community,  the 
non-priority  adult  and  the  aged,  who  by  their  sacrifice  enabled 
supplies  to  be  maintained  for  the  younger  sections.  It  is  indeed 
unfortunate  that  ‘  non-priority  ’  milk  allowances  will  be  lamentably 
short  again  in  1946  and  1947  after  so  many  years  of  curtailment. 

It  happens  that  this  will  be  my  last  report  to  you  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  1  should  like  to  take  the  opportunity 
of  thanking  the  Committees  with  which  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
serving,  and  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
detailed  consideration  of  all  recommendations  I  have  brought 
before  them.  West  Bromwich  has  made  considerable  progress 
in  health  measures  and  provisions  during  the  ten  years  and  this 
has  been  gained  by  the  good  team  work  and  mutual  trust  between 
members  of  the  Authority  and  the  staff.  There  have  been  no 
frills  or  elaborate  spectacular  paper  schemes  in  your  Health 
Services  :  that  has  not  been  the  policy.  The  policy  has  been  to 
provide  an  adequate  and  efficient  day  by  day  personal  and  helpful 
service  to  the  public  whether  in  the  health  department,  the  welfare 
centres,  in  hospitals  or  in  the  homes  of  the  people.  It  can  be 
stated  that  the  policy  has  succeeded  because  for  an  industrial  town 
the  health  record,  comparatively,  is  good.  Much  remains  to  be 
done  and  an  opportunity  for  courageous  and  active  development  of 
your  health  services  will  be  presented  to  you  under  the  new 
National  Health  proposals.  I  am  sure  that  the  Council  will  take 
the  opportunity  and  thus  improve  still  further  the  health  of  the 
people  of  West  Bromwich. 

I  should  like  to  thank  your  staff  for  their  loyalty,  cheerfulness 
and  efficiency  during  the  year,  with  a  special  appreciation  for  those 
who  have  served  with  me  for  several  years. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  WALTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


29th  June,  1946. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population. 

The  population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates  is  79,840,  although  the  number 
previously  stated  as  being  the  estimated  population  (civilians  only) 
at  31/12/45  was  80,450:  the  latter  figure  more  nearly  approaches 
the  computation  of  the  Local  Food  Officer  who  informs  me  that 
his  records  show  the  number  on  22/12/45  to  be  80,336. 


Births. 


Number  of  live  births 
Birth  Rate  . 


1944  1945 

1,751  1,541 

21.83  19.30 


Deaths  (Civilians  only). 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  962,  compared  with  889  in 


1944. 


Death  Rate 
Maternal  Deaths : 

Sepsis  . 

Other  Causes  . 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

Infantile  Deaths  . 

Infantile  Death  Rate 


1944 

11.08 

Nil 

4 

2.22 

117 

66.8 


1945 

12.05 

Nil 

1 

0.63 

80 

51.91 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  principal  causes  of  death 
during  the  year. 


Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  173 

Heart  Disease  .  .  .  .  143 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .  .  105 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  54 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  79 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  39 


Deaths  from  violent  causes  (excluding  deaths  from  war 
operations)  have  not  increased  during  the  war  years  as  is  shown 
hereunder. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Suicides  . 

12 

8 

6 

6 

10 

9 

10 

Road  Accidents 

j  55 

16 

15 

12 

15 

7 

8 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 

31 

34 

30 

26 

22 

21 

67 

55 

55 

48 

51 

38 

39 

DEATHS  DURING  THE  LAST  10  YEARS. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Yearly 

Average 

Cancer 

133 

112 

120 

107 

110 

112 

121 

124 

132 

173 

124.4 

Heart  Disease 

184 

170 

182 

168 

167 

168 

170 

148 

138 

143 

163.8 

Pneumonia 

74 

95 

108 

74 

84 

74 

48 

85 

56 

39 

73.7 

Bronchitis  &  other 

Respiratory  Diseases 

73 

56 

57 

64 

113 

108 

54 

74 

88 

95 

78.2 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage,  etc. 

54 

55 

58 

61 

81 

81 

91 

79 

77 

105 

74.2 

Tuberculosis : 

(a)  Pulmonary 

42 

61 

53 

56 

75 

75 

65 

64 

54 

54 

59.9 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

10 

5 

10 

11 

12 

7 

11 

7 

11 

8 

9.2 

(c)  Total  (all  forms) 

52 

66 

1 

63 

67 

87 

82 

76 

71 

65 

62 

69.1 

Increasing  Age  at  Death. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  persons  65  years 
of  age  and  over  was  51.66%  compared  with  44.21%  in  1944. 

Infant  Deaths. 

The  rate  of  51.91  per  1,000  live  births  compares  with  54  for 
the  County  Boroughs  and  46  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


INFANT  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  10  YEARS, 

1936—1945. 


Year 

Under 

1  month 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

1936 

53 

17 

19 

7 

12 

108 

1937 

54 

13 

20 

11 

8 

106 

1938 

53 

12 

11 

10 

4 

90 

1939 

53 

12 

10 

7 

5 

87 

1940 

45 

26 

16 

5 

10 

102 

1941 

43 

14 

28 

6 

2 

93 

1942 

37 

12 

11 

8 

4 

72 

1943 

38 

15 

24 

8 

7 

92 

1944 

60 

20 

29 

4 

4 

117 

1945 

34 

13 

20  • 

8 

5 

80 

10  Years’ 
Average 

47.0 

15.4 

18.8 

7.4 

6.1 

94.7 
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INFANT  DEATHS,  1945— CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
(Local  Registration). 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1  mth. 

1—3 

mths. 

3 — 6 
mths. 

6—9 

mths. 

9—12 

mths. 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

- , 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

12 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . 

2 

4 

11 

2 

1 

20 

Premature  Birth  . 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Congenital  Defects 

14 

5 

4 

— 

— 

23 

Violence 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

6 

Totals 

34 

13 

20 

8 

5 

80 

Of  these  children  76  were  legitimate  and  4  illegitimate. 


NEO-NATAL  DEATHS  IN  1945. 

WHEN  DEATH  OCCURRED  Total  Deaths 

1st  2nd  3rd  4th  5th  6th  7th  1—2  2—3  3—4  under 

day  day  day  day  day  day  day  wks.  wks.  wks.  1  month 

13  2  8  2  1  2  —  2  3  1  34 

Causes  of  Death. 

Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Congenital  Defects  and  Birth  Injury  .  14 

Broncho  Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  2 

Diarrhoea  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Violence  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Septicaemia  .  .  .  .  .  1 


34 

All  these  children  were  legitimate;  15  were  premature  infants. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases — Incidence.  X7  . 

'  '  Notifications. 


Scarlet  Fever 

1944 
....  151 

1945 

142 

Diphtheria 

....  121 

87 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

11 

10 

Measles  . 

....  175 

554 

Whooping  Cough 

....  165 

106 

Pneumonia 

....  35 

51 

Others  . 

....  39 

24 

Totals 

....  699 

974 
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(b)  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  (R.G.  figures). 


1944  1945 

Scarlet  Fever  .  1  2 

Measles  .  —  2 

Whooping  Cough  .  4  4 

Diphtheria  .  8  2 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  .  —  1 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  .  54  54 

Non. Pulmonary  11  8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  .  3  1 


Totals  .  81  74 


(c)  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  (R.G.  figures). 

1944  1945 

Bronchitis  .  79  79 

Pneumonia  .  56  39 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  9  16 


Totals  .  144  134 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  1945  is  as 


f  ollows :  — 

Under  5  years  .  .  1,045 

5  to  15  years  .  .  .  .  217 


Total  .  1,262 


Report  on  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

This  report  appears  on  page  16  under  the  “  Hospital 
Services  ”  section. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  public  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  South  Stafford¬ 
shire  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd.,  and  by  the  City  of  Birmingham 
Water  Department.  The  number  of  dwellings  deriving  their 
water  supply  from  wells  is  limited  to  isolated  farms  or  houses 
in  the  rural  areas. 

The  water  supply  for  the  area  was  generally  satisfactory 
during  the  year  both  in  quantity  and  in  quality. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  in  respect  of  16 
samples  and  the  results  were  as  follows:  — 

Satis-  Unsatis- 

factory.  factory. 

From  Wells  .  9  1 

From  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Co.  5  — 

Birmingham  Water  Department  .  1  — 
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One  Chemical  examination  was  carried  out  and  proved 
satisfactory :  — 


(a) 

(b) 


The  proportion  of  dwelling-houses  supplied:  — 


Houses.  Population. 

Direct  to  houses  .  18,295  09,438 

Houses  sharing  stand-pipes  .  1,024  3,891 

Houses  sharing  common  taps  1,811  6,881 


Percentage. 

86.5% 

4.8% 

8.5% 


The  majority  of  the  houses  sharing  stand-pipes  are  already 
included  in  the  Council’s  slum  clearance  programme  approved  by 
the  Minister  but  not  completed  before  the  outbreak  of  war. 


HOUSING 

In  1943  I  reported  to  the  Council  that  “  the  overcrowding 
and  deterioration  of  housing  conditions  became  even  more  painfully 
apparent.”  During  1944  and  1945  the  position  became 
progressively  worse.  Scarcely  a  day  passed  but  one  or  two  more 
cases  of  ill-health  or  spread  of  infection  were  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  department  by  respectable  people  trying  to  live  decently 
in  appalling  surroundings  and  overcrowding.  Since  my  last 
report  of  1944  the  conditions  have  worsened  in  many  cases  through 
the  passing  of  another  365  days  in  unhealthy  and  overcrowded 
environment.  The  only  alleviation  which  can  be  stated  to  have 
occurred  is  in  the  provision  of  4  houses  which  became  occupied 
last  year. 

Seven  long  years  with  no  replacement  building,  with  many 
outstanding  houses  condemned  before  the  war  now  augmented  by 
others  worn  out  and  awaiting  condemnation,  and  with  others  with 
minimal  or  no  repair  over  a  period  of  years,  have  put  West 
Bromwich  housing  in  a  parlous  state.  The  effect  of  all  this  upon 
the  happiness,  well-being  and  health  of  the  townspeople  is 
distressing.  The  enormous  handicaps  confronting  those  who  rear 
families  under  some  of  the  housing  conditions  obtaining  in  West 
Bromwich  are  well  known  to  the  Health  Department.  We  know 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  returning  to  their  hopeless  environment 
after  we  have  been  able  to  treat  them  successfully  in  sanatoria; 
we  know  of  cured  cases  of  Scabies  becoming  re-infected  because 
of  overcrowding;  we  know  of  undue  spread  of  infectious  disease 
because  of  unsuitable  house  environment,  and  we  know  of  many 
children  who  do  not  thrive  because  of  bad  home  circumstances. 
Against  all  of  these  tragedies  and  many  others,  the  resources  of 
the  Health  Committee’s  services  cpnnot  be  applied  efficiently 
simply  because  we  are  for  the  most  part  treating  symptoms  instead 
of  attacking  and  removing  the  cause. 

It  is  calculated  that  some  7,801)  houses  are  needed;  for  the 
replacement  of  unfit  houses  3,100,  for  relief  of  overcrowding  1,000, 
and  for  normal  housing  need  3,700.  .These  houses  would  be 
provided  by  both  the  Corporation  and  private  enterprise.  The 
numbers  are  based  on  pre-war  standards  of  housing  fitness. 
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The  problem  is  known  to  all  who  live  in  the  town  and  the 
Council  and  its  officers  have  made  every  effort  to  bring'  to  the 
notice  of  the  regional  and  central  government  the  terrible  con¬ 
ditions  existing  and  the  need  lor  drastic  action. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Authority’s  Anti-Tuberculosis  Scheme  was  continued  as 
in  1944,  and  the  additional  clinic  on  Wednesdays  for  the 
examination  of  contacts  was  maintained. 

The  following  tables  show  the  incidence  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  the  war  years,  and  in  1945.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  for  the  first  time  in  six  years  the  number  of  notified  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  shows  a  slight  decrease. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  during  1945  were 
4,346,  compared  with  3,583  in  1944  and  1,716  in  1940. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  has  fallen  slightly : 
this  is  a  redeeming  feature  but  one  which  we  cannot  expect  to 
continue  unless  the  incidence  can  be  checked.  As  I  have  observed 
in  previous  reports,  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  conditions  are 
the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
Tuberculosis:  154  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  notified  in  1945  were 
living  in  a  house  with  five  or  more  persons,  and  in  81  cases  in 
houses  with  seven  or  more  persons.  In  many  cases  patients  who 
had  made  good  progress  in  sanatorium  were  returned  to  most 
unsatisfactory  and  overcrowded  home  conditions.  It  is  very 
difficult  indeed  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  service  for  the  prevention 
of  Tuberculosis  unless  special  consideration  is  given  to  the  housing 
conditions  of  these  unfortunate  patients. 


Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  and  Rate  of  Incidence. 


Year. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

Total. 

Per  1,000  of  Popuk 
Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 

ition. 

Total 

1940 

96 

17 

113 

1.22 

0.22 

1.44 

1941 

102 

12 

114 

1.3 

0.15 

1.45 

1942 

139 

14 

153 

1.77 

0.18 

1.95 

1943 

156 

18 

174 

1.99 

0.23 

2.22 

1944 

160 

11 

171 

2.04 

0.14 

2.18 

1945 

154 

13 

167 

1.91 

0.16 

2.07 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 


Death  Rate 

per  1,000  of  Population. 

Year. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

'total. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

Total 

1940 

75 

10 

85 

0.95 

0.13 

1.08 

1941 

74 

9 

83 

0.94 

0.12 

1.06 

1942 

66 

11 

77 

0.84 

0.14 

0.98 

1943 

66 

6 

72 

0.84 

0.08 

0.92 

1944 

54 

12 

66 

0.69 

0.15 

0.84 

1945 

57 

8 

65 

0.70 

0.10 

0.80 
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Work  of  the  Dispensary. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Dispensary  and  Notification 
Registers  during  the  past  five  years  are  given  in  the  following 

table. 


Year 

New 

Cases 

Notified 

No.  on 
Notif'n 
Register 
31st  Dec. 

No.  on 
Dispensary 
Register 
31st  Dec. 

Total  Attendances 
at  Dispensary 

Exams.  |  Insp.  Total 

Total 

Home 

Visits 

1940 

113 

427 

293 

409 

1,307 

1,716 

795 

1941 

114 

444 

306 

783 

928 

1,711 

862 

1942 

153 

510 

376 

1,039 

1,084 

2,123 

932 

1943 

174 

517 

461 

1,233 

1,710 

2,943 

862 

1944 

171 

597 

530 

1,271 

2,312 

3,583 

1,017 

1945 

167 

655 

697 

1,590 

2,433 

4,346 

1,657 

During  1945  the  number  of  new  cases  examined  was  363, 
five  of  these  having  been  transferred  from  other  areas  and  two 
being  old  cases  returned  to  Public  Medical  Treatment. 

Examination  of  Contacts. 

During  the  year  1945,  405  ‘  contacts  ’  were  examined.  Two- 
hundred-and-seventeen  were  under  the  age  of  20  years.  During 
the  year  43  ‘  contacts  ’•  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  their  age  groups  were  as  follows. 


0-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25 

25-30  30-35 

35-40  40-45 

45-50 

Total 

16  8  7  3  4 

1  3 

—  1 

— 

43 

Sputum  Examinations. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

General  Practitioners  8 

42 

50 

T.B.  Dispensary 

.  Ill 

454 

565 

Fever  Hospital 

.  419 

221 

640 

Totals 

X-Rays. 

.  538 

717 

1,255 

Radiological  examination  was  carried  out  in  1,302  cases. 


Home  Conditions. 

Dispensary  Visitors  paid  1,657  visits  (134  first  visits  and 
1,523  re-visits)  to  the  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients,  compared 
with  1,017  in  the  previous  year. 

Environmental  particulars  were  obtained  in  133  cases,  as 
follows :  — 

No.  who  occupied  separate  bedroom  .  47 

No.  who  occupied  separate  bed  in  room 


occupied  by 

One  other  person  .  10 

Two  other  persons  .  .  .  3 

Over  two  other  persons  .  .  3 


No.  who  shared  bed  with  other  person  .  70 

133 


9 


No.  of  Rooms  in  houses  visited: 


One  room  and  two  rooms  .  .  6 

Three  rooms  .  .  .  .  16 

Four  rooms  .  .  .  .  63 

Five  rooms  .  .  .  .  36 

Six  rooms  .  .  .  .  12 


133 


During  the  year  16  patients  changed  houses — nine  into 
Corporation  houses  and  seven  into  other  houses. 


A  summary  was  made  of  the  number  of  persons  living  in  the 

house  with  each  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 

1945.  Particulars  were  obtained  in  139  cases 

and  the  following 

table  shows  the  result. 

One  person  in  the  house  .. 

— 

Two  persons  in  the  house 

8 

Three  persons  in  the  house 

25 

Four  persons  in  the  house 

25 

Five  persons  in  the  house 

20 

Six  persons  in  the  house 

14 

Seven  or  more  persons  in 

the  house 

47 

139 

Average  number  in  home- 

-5.5. 

Institutional  Treatment. 

The  following  table  gives  an 

analysis  of 

the 

patients 

who 

received  residential  treatment  in  Institutions. 

M. 

F. 

C. 

Total 

In  Sanatorium  1st  January, 

Sent  in  during  1945: 

1945  19 

10 

4 

33 

Pulmonary 

.  68 

43 

13 

124 

Non- Pulmonary 

.  — 

1 

4 

5 

Observation  . 

.  2 

— 

— 

2 

Discharged  during  1945: 

Pulmonary  .  .  • 

.  65 

38 

7 

110 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Observation  . 

.  2 

— 

— 

2 

Died  during  1945: 

Pulmonary 

.  8 

4 

1 

13 

Non-Pulmonary 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

In  Sanatorium  31st  Dec., 

1945  13 

11 

11 

35 

The  average  duration  of  stay  in  Sanatorium  was  82.37  days. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  1944  and  1943  were  83.5  and  73.2 
respectively. 
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In  addition,  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  were  admitted 
when  necessary  to  the  Woodlands  and  Forelands  Orthopaedic 
Institutions  under  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme. 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  Sanatorium  beds  for  patients  is 
not  now  so  acute  as  it  was,  and  Heath  Lane  Sanatorium  has  done 
excellent  'work  'in  Itaking  additional  patients  during  the  year. 
The  Health  Committee  has  also  been  able  to  obtain  beds  for 
children  at  Himley  Sanatorium  and  Standon  Hall  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  where  educational  facilities  are  available,  and  up  to  seven 
such  beds  have  been  occupied  at  one  time. 

Re-Filli  Clinic. 

A  Clinic  has  been  established  for  those  patients  who  have  an 
Artificial  Pneumothorax  and  require  re-fills.  During  the  year  27 
patients  attended  for  this  treatment  and  323  re-fills  were  given. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  re-fills  during  the 
past  few  years. 

1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

—  12  34  96  111  245  323 


Orthopaedic  Treatment. 


Number  of  patients  who  received  In¬ 
patient  treatment  in  Orthopaedic 

M. 

F. 

c. 

Hospitals  during  the  year 

1 

2 

8 

Number  of  Out-patient  attendances  . 

8 

2 

25 

Number  of  X-rays 

— 

— 

6 

Appliances 

1 

1 

2 

No.  of  attendances  for  Massage 

— 

— 

20 

After-Care. 

The  work  of  the  West  Bromwich  Tuberculosis  Voluntary  Care 
Committee  was  continued  during  1945,  and  the  assistance  afforded 
was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  patients  and  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Department.  The  assistance  was  mainly  in  the  form  of  extra 
nourishment,  clothing,  ’bus  fares  and  special  grants. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  help  given  to  the  various 


patients  during  the  year — 

£  s.  d. 

’Bus  Fares  .  .  .  .  3  1 

Extra  Nourishment  .  .  .  37  13  6 

Clothing  . i  .  .  .  19  1 

Bedding  .  .  .  .  9  9  8 

Christmas  Gifts  .  .  .  21  10  0 


£69  15  4 
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Financial  Assistance. 


The  number  of  patients  to  whom  Allowances  were  granted 
under  the  provisions  of  Memorandum  266/T  were  as  follows:  — 


Number  of  recipients  31/12/44  .  .  38 

New  cases  during  the  year  .  .  54 

Number  of  recipients  31/12/45  .  .  31 

In  G1  cases  the  allowances  ceased  for  the  following  reasons  :  — 

Resumed  work  .  .  .  .  37 

Died  .  .  1 

Admitted  to  Sanatorium  .  .  .  13 

Maximum  period  of  allowance  expired  .  7 

Refused  Sanatorium  treatment  .  .  1 

Other  reasons  .  .  .  .  2 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


General. 

The  general  efficiency  of  this  service  was  impaired  during  the 
year  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  filling  two  vacant  Health 
Visitor  appointments,  and  consequently  two  districts  had  to  be 
shared  among  the  other  District  Health  Visitors.  This  shortage 
of  visiting  staff  did  not  enable  the  Department  to  exercise  that  full 
supervision  which  should  be  given  to  the  younger  children  in  their 
homes. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  below  the  annual 
average  of  the  last  10  years  of  this  County  Borough.  The 
number  of  deaths  under  one  month  is  the  lowest  during  that  period. 

There  was  only  one  Maternal  death  during  the  year  as  against 
four  during  1944. 

The  statistics  will  be  found  on  pages  3,  4,  5  and  6. 

Care  of  Premature  and  Illegitimate  Children. 

Premature  Babies. 

The  Welfare  Authority  brings  pressure  to  bear  for  removal 
of  premature  infants  to  hospital.  A  supply  of  hot  water  bottles 
and  feeding  bottles  is  maintained  for  loan.  The  services  of  a 
paediatrician  are  available  at  the  hospital,  and  the  Obstetrical 
Officers  from  the  hospital  will  visit  cases  in  the  district  at  the 
request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Health  Committee  has  under  consideration  a  scheme  for 
provision  of  new  accommodation  for  premature  infants,  and  has 
had  the  advice  of  their  own  visiting  expert  Medical  Officers. 
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During"  1945,  90  premature  births  were  notified;  34  being  born 
at  home  and  56  in  hospital.  Of  those  born  at  home,  29  were 
nursed  entirely  at  home;  4  were  stillbirths,  4  died  within  24  hours 
of  birth,  and  25  still  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month.  Of  the 
hospital  births,  9  were  stillbirths,  5  died  during"  the  first  24  hours, 
and  38  still  survived  at  the  end  of  one  month. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

In  the  case  of  illegitimate  children  close  liaison  has  been 
established  with  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Board.  The  Out-door 
worker  from  the  Diocesan  Board  attends  the  Health  Department 
every  Tuesday  and  is  available  for  consultation.  The  ascertain¬ 
ment  rests  with  the  Health  Department  through  the  birth 
notifications  and  through  the  Midwives  and  Health  Visiting 
services  and  lists  are  compiled  and  made  available  to  the  Diocesan 
Visitor. 

Close  contact  is  maintained  through  the  Superintendent 
Health  Visitor,  the  Mental  Welfare  Visitor  and  the  Social  Welfare 
Visitor  with  the  Diocesan  and  other  Authorities. 

The  main  difficulty  in  the  scheme  is  the  placing  of  the  mothers 
before  their  confinement  and  in  some  cases  afterwards.  It  would 
appear  that  suitable  existing  homes  are  few  and  far  between  for 
such  cases  and  that  the  matter  should  be  dealt  with  at  a  higher 
and  possibly  at  the  regional  health  level. 

Nurseries. 

Mascalls  residential  Nursery  which  was  evacuated  from  Kent 
to  West  Bromwich  was  returned  to  Kent  in  March. 

H  ighfields  Day  Nursery  continued  its  excellent  work;  Friar 
Park  Nursery  was  closed  on  30th  September,  and  some  of  the 
children  from  this  Nursery  were  transferred  to  Highfields  Nursery. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  to  concentrate  on  provision  for  children  under  the  age 
of  3  years,  though,  of  course,  for  two  or  three  years  it  will  be 
necessary  to1  take  children  up  to  the  age  of  5  years,  until  the 
Education  Committee  has  adequate  provision  for  these  children  in 
Nursery  Classes.  The  Committee  intends  to  continue  with  its 
Highfields  Nursery,  because  there  is  a  definite  demand  for 
accommodation . 

Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  Maternity  Homes  and  one  general  Nursing 
Home  in  the  Borough,  with  provision  for  18  maternity  and  18 
other  cases. 
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Statistical  Summary  of  Work  done. 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors — 


To  Expectant  Mothers  .  .  .  379 

To  children  under  1  year  .  .  7,563 

To  children  1 — 5  years  .  .  12,927 


20,869 


Infant  Welfare  Centres — 

Number  of  children  who  attended. 


Under  1  year  of  age  .  .  1,024 

Over  1  year  of  ag-e  .  .  1,722 


2,746 


Ante  Natal  Clinics — 

Number  of  women  who  attended  .  1,466 

Post  Natal  Clinics — 

Number  of  women  who  attended  .  215 

Infectious  Diseases  notified — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  .  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  .  .  16 

Pemphigus  .  .  .  .  23 

Domiciliary  Midwives  employed  by  the  Council. 

Cases  attended  as  Midwives  .  .  524 

Cases  attended  as  Maternity  Nurses  .  92 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

HALLAM  HOSPITAL— REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  following  figures  show  the  development  of  the  major 
hospital  services  since  1936:  — 


1936 

1938 

1940 

1942 

1944 

1945 

Admissions 

4,077 

4,343 

4,831 

5,680 

6,309 

6,233 

Maternity  (Births) . 

373 

512 

584 

1,005 

1,055 

1,058 

Operations 

1,182 

1 , 1 50 

1,334 

2,009 

2,357 

2,417 

In  1943  the  work  of  the  hospital  reached  its  maximum  capacity 
and  it  has  remained  undiminished  at  that  level  ever  since. 
Demands  have  tended  to  increase  and  the  growth  of  a  waiting  list 
has  been  inevitable.  The  list  is  of  reasonable  and  manageable 
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proportions,  and  no  individual  hardship  has  been  entailed,  as  it 
has  at  all  times  been  possible  to  secure  immediate  admission  for 
all  patients  suffering-  from  acute  and  urgent  conditions. 

The  nursing  staff  is  considerably  below  strength  in  numbers, 
primarily  through  lack  of  accommodation.  Though  strong  and 
urgent  representations  have  been  made  at  high  level,  the  obscurity 
and  difficulty  of  the  building  situation  affords  little  prospect  of 
immediate  relief.  The  generous  and  uncomplaining  response  of 
all  members  of  the  nursing  staff  to  conditions  of  unrelieved  over¬ 
work  and  strain  has  been  in  accordance  with  the  highest  traditions 
of  their  profession,  and  merits  the  warmest  praise  and  gratitude. 
That  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a  full  service  and  avoid  the 
expedient  of  closing  wards,  is  a  magnificent  tribute  to  their  loyalty 
and  devotion. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  requirements  of 
future  planning  and  rebuilding,  with  first  priority  to  the  provision 
of  additional  accommodation  for  the  nursing  staff. 

Convoys  of  wounded  were  received  until  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  continued  to  use  the  hospital 
for  the  reception  of  service  sick  and  those  wounded  still  requiring 
hospital  treatment. 

Catering-  was  the  subject  of  investigation  and  study  which 
culminated  in  the  appointment  of  an  expert  Catering  Manager, 
with  sole  responsibility  for  food  and  catering  as  a  department  of 
the  hospital  organisation. 

Electrical  convulsive  therapy  apparatus  was  installed  in  the 
Department  of  Psychological  Medicine,  and  an  additional  physician 
appointed.  The  resources  of  the  hospital  have  thereby  been 
greatly  augmented  by  a  form  of  treatment  hitherto  only  available 
in  certain  mental  hospitals. 

In  the  planning  of  future  services  the  hospital  representatives 
have  continued  active  participation  in  the  Council  and  Advisory 
Medical  Committee  of  the  West  Midlands  Hospitals’  Joint  Advisory 
Council  and  in  the  West  Midlands  Advisory  Cancer  Committee. 


W.  E.  WIMBERGER. 
Medical  Superintendent. 


Cases  were  admitted  as  follows :  — 

County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  .  3,709 

Other  Authorities  .  .  .  2,145 

Miscellaneous  (War  Casualties)  .  379 

Total  .  6,233 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL 


Diphtheria. — One-hundred-and-nineteen  cases  were  admitted, 
of  which  110  were  West  Bromwich  cases.  There  were  two  deaths, 
both  West  Bromwich  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever.- — The  number  of  cases  admitted  as  Scarlet 
Fever  was  128,  of  whom  123  were  from  our  own  area.  Revised 
diagnosis  reduced  the  latter  number  to  116.  There  was  one  death 
from  Scarlet  Fever.  Seventy-two  cases  developed  complications 
including  9  otorrhoea,  11  adenitis,  15  heart  lesions  and  14 
albuminuria. 

Miscellaneous. — Among  the  miscellaneous  cases  admitted 


there  were  10  measles, 
pemphigus. 

2  whooping  cough, 

2  chicken 

pox  and 

Admissions  during  the  year. 

West  Bromwich 
Other  Authorities  ... 

Scarlet  Diph- 

Fever  theria 

...  123  116 

5  3 

Other 

Cases 

178 

2 

Total 

417 

10 

Totals 

...  128  119 

180 

427 

Tuberculosis. — Ninety-three  cases  (37  female  and  56  male) 
were  admitted  to  the  Wards  during  the  year.  These  are  included 
in  ‘  Other  Cases  ’  shown  in  the  table  above. 

It  was  fortunate  that  the  Ward  was  able  to  function  up  to 
full  capacity  throughout  the  year,  though  of  course  there  were 
serious  nursing  and  domestic  staff  shortages.  The  waiting  list  at 
times  was  considerable  and  in  addition  cases  intended  for  the 
Romsley  Sanatorium  were  admitted  pending  bed  vacancies  at  that 
Sanatorium. 

Special  tribute  is  due  to  the  Matron  and  Nursing  Staff  for 
the  excellent  work  carried  out  during  the  year  under  most  difficult 
circumstances. 

SUPERANNUATION  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  undermentioned  superannuation  medical  examinations 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Staff — 


Number  of  examinations  .  .  .  89 

Accepted  .  .  .  .  .  77 

Deferred  for  re-examination  .  .  9 

Rejected  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  re-examinations  .  .  .  4 

Accepted  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Rejected  .  .  .  .  .  — 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  Authority  has' an  agreement  with  the  City  of  Birmingham 
Corporation  for  the  treatment  of  West  Bromwich  cases  at  the 
Clinic  in  Birmingham.  A  few  cases  are  also  treated  at  the  Guest 
Hospital,  Dudley. 


Local  cases  treated  during  the  year  were  as  follows  :  — 


Birmingham. 

Dudley. 

Total. 

Syphilis 

15 

1 

16 

Soft  Chancre  . 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

18 

3 

21 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

69 

6 

75 

Total  new  cases 

102 

10 

112 

Total  Attendances — outpatients 

.  2,121 

138 

2,259 

Regulation  33 B. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  during  the  year 
under  Defence  (General]  Regulation  33B. 

M.  F.  Total 

No.  of  persons  in  respect  of 


whom  Form  I  was  received  —  4  4 

Primary  notification  .  —  3  3 

Secondary  notification  .  —  11 


Informal  enquiries  were  made  in  respect  of  all  notifications  : 
cases  were  followed  up  unofficially  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services. 

Experience  of  the  application  of  Regulation  33B  in  this  town 
has  not  been  very  vast,  but  it  does  seem  that  something  additional 
might  be  considered  to  control  chronic  offenders.  Periodic 
clearing  up  of  these  cases  under  forced  direction  to  attend  for 
treatment  would  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  when  the  case  becomes 
re-infected  almost  immediately,  and  can  carry  on  until  the  two 
necessary  notifications  are  received  afresh.  It  may  be  a  matter  of 
months  before  the  Authorities  have  received  officially  the  further 
two  separate  notifications  and  in  the  meantime  the  infection  is 
spreading  far  and  wide  and  this  may  be  known  to  the  Authority. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS 


The  particulars  of  mental  defectives  in  the  Borough  on  the 
31st  December,  1945,  were  as  follows:  — 


A.  Defectives  ascertained  as  “  subject 
to  be  dealt  with.” 


1. 


Under  ‘  Order.’ 

(a)  (1)  In  Institutions  (excluding 
cases  on  licence). 

Under  16  years  of  age . 

16  years  of  age  and  over 
(2)  On  Licence  from  Institu¬ 
tions. 

Under  16  years  of  age . 

16  years  of  age  and  over 


M. 


7 

83 


1 

7 


(b)  Under  Guardianship  (excl. 
cases  on  licence). 

Under  16  years  of  age .  — 

16  years  of  age  and  over  2 

2.  In  “  place  of  safety.” 

Under  16  years  of  age .  — 

16  years  of  age  and  over  — 

3.  Under  Statutory  Supervision  .  50 

Awaiting  removal  to  an  Institution  1 


F.  Total 


8  15 

86  169 


—  1 
13  20 


5 


45 


95 

1 


B.  Defectives  not  at  present  “  subject  to 
to  be  dealt  with  ”  but  for  whom 
the  Local  Authority  may  subse¬ 
quently  become  liable. 

1.  In  Institutions  or  under  Guar¬ 

dianship  dealt  with  under 

Section  3  —  —  — 

2.  Reported  to  the  Local  Authority 

from  reliable  source  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  them  as  Mentally 
defective  but  as  to  whom  no 
action  under  the  Mental  De¬ 
ficiency  Acts  has  been  taken — 

(a)  Children  between  the  ages  of 

14  and  16  years  .  —  —  — 

(b)  All  other  cases  .  32  28  60 


183  185  368 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

* 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1945 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1945. 

Difficulties  have  again  been  experienced  owing  to  shortage 
of  labour  and  materials  in  the  maintenance  of  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  repair  to  property. 

The  work  of  inspection  and  supervision  of  foods  has  continued 
to  be  heavy  and  exacting. 

Public  Cleansing  has  been  affected  by  labour  and  transport 
difficulties,  and  there  was  a  decline  in  salvage  collected  compared 
with  previous  years. 

The  Staff  (Messrs.  Shaw,  Oakes,  Ball  and  Johnson)  have 
loyally  co-operated  with  me  in  carrying  out  the  numerous  duties 
which  have  devolved  upon  the  Department. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  as 
under : — 


Special  Housing  Inspections  .  .  286 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health 

Acts,  Housing  Acts,  etc .  .  870 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  .  5,005 

Re-inspections  .  .  .  .  4,035 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc .  .  .  17 

Lodging  Houses  and  Houses  let-in- 

Lodgings  .  50 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  158 

Shops  and  Food  Premises  .  .  1,863 

Bakehouses  .  39 

Dairies  .  104 

Cowsheds  .  122 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  visits  .  .  596 

Slaughterhouses  .  858 


14,003 
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Notices  served. 


Houses  in 
connection 

Informal.  Statutory.  Total.  therewith. 

Notices  served 
under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  1,531  285  1,816  3,274 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notices  served  during 
the  year,  and  the  number  of  improvements  effected  was  larger  than 
that  for  the  previous  year.  Nevertheless,  the  enforcement  of  the 
repair  of  houses  was  seriously  affected  by  the  shortage  of  labour 
and  materials,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Department  were  again 
directed  to  the  most  essential  repairs. 

The  number  of  improvements  effected  was  2,229,  and  in 
addition  53  privy-middens  were  converted  to  water  closets. 

Theatres  and  Cinemas. 

Seventeen  inspections  were  made  of  the  nine  cinemas  in  the 
Borough.  As  the  result  of  informal  action,  the  interior  of  one 
cinema  was  redecorated. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Houses-let-in-Lodgings. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  and  the  Houses-let-in-Lodgings 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  cleansing  required  by  the 
Byelaws  carried  out.  Assistance  was  given  to  the  Lodging  House 
Keeper  to  obtain  new  supplies  of  bedding. 

Factories. 

Increased  attention  has  had  to  be  given  to  the  inspection  of 
Factories,  and  as  the  result  of  notices  served,  in  23  instances 
sanitary  accommodation  has  been  increased  or  improved. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and  Infestation  Order  1943. 

During  the  year,  all  the  tips  in  the  Borough  have  been  baited, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Albion  area  has  been  dealt  with  as  a  block 
scheme.  This  area,  included,  in  addition  tO'  private  dwellings  and 
waterways,  six  factories. 

Rat  extermination  was  also  carried  out  at  a  Colliery. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  that  upon  investigating  a  choked 
sewer,  it  was  found  that  the  obstruction  was  due  to  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  dead  rats. 

The  central  shopping  area  of  the  town  .  has  also  been 
systematically  dealt  with. 
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During'  the  year,  notifications  of  rat  infestations  received  from 
the  public  was  76. 

3,460  unpoisoned  baits,  and  1,288  poisoned  baits  were  laid 
during  the  year. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  disinfections  carried  out  was  267. 


Disinfestation. 

The  number  of  houses  sprayed  with  insecticide  was  20. 

A  total  of  104  beds,  525  pillow's,  225  blankets  and  177 
miscellaneous  articles  w'ere  steam  disinfected  at  Black  Lake  after 
return  from  use  in  connection  with  the  billeting  of  evacuees  and 
war  workers. 

Assistance  and  advice  was  also  given  to  the  public  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  infestations  of  cockroaches,  crickets,  ants,  etc.  In  all 
a  total  of  83  applications  wTere  received  for  Sodium  Fluoride. 
D.D.T.  pov'der  was  used  very  successfully  in  connection  with  an 
infestation  of  cockroaches  on  one  of  the  Housing  Estates. 

One  of  the  disinfestation  vans  has  been  refitted  with  electric 
heaters  and  fans  in  preparation  for  the  disinfestation  of  furniture 
with  HCN  gas.  This  van  was  ready  for  use  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


Court  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

RESULTS  OF  LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Situation  of 
premises. 


Acts  or  Byelaws  under 
Nature  of  which  proceedings  were 
complaint.  instituted. 


Result. 


94b,  Oak  Road 


Dilapidated  Public  Health  Act,  Work  completed, 
house  1936,'  Section  94  Summons  with¬ 
drawn  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  costs. 


96,  Oak  Road  do.  do. 

65,  Tenscore  St.  do.  do. 


do. 

do. 


Summonses  w^ere  also  issued  in  connection  with  the  emission 
of  smoke  (Zinc  Oxide)  from  a  Smelting  Works,  and  after  several 
adjournments  a  filtration  plant  had  been  erected  by  the  end  of  the 
year  to  deal  with  this  emission. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 


The  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution  has  received  greater 
attention  during  the  past  year.  A  total  of  112  smoke  observations 
were  made.  A  large  number  of  interviews  with  works  managers 
have  taken  place  during  the  year,  and  improvements  have  been 
effected  in  a  number  of  instances  in  connection  with  the  emission 
of  smoke. 

Statutory  notices  have  been  served  in  two  instances.  A 
settling  chamber,  cooling  apparatus  and  filter  plant,  together  with 
cyclones,  were  installed  at  a  works  which  gave  off  Zinc  Oxide,  and 
this  plant  has  been  effective  in  abating  the  nuisance. 

Housing. 

Sixty-five  unfit  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  and 
the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  is  now  as  follows :  — 


Clearance  Orders  .  .  .  .  1,526 

Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  488 


2,014 


Billeting  of  Evacuees  and  War  Workers. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  return  to 
London  of  the  evacuees  billeted  in  this  town.  The  provision  of 
accommodation  for  transferred  war  workers  continued  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  Considerable  time  was  given  to  this  work  both 
inside  and  outside  of  office  hours. 

The  number  of  persons  rendered  homeless  by  enemy  action, 
and  evacuees  who  were  billeted  or  found  accommodation  from 
1940  to  1945  was  2,045,  and  1,178  billeting  notices  were  issued. 
In  addition  4,099  war  workers  were  placed  in  lodgings. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

As  in  previous  years,  close  co-operation  has  existed  between 
the  department  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  regard  to  the  super¬ 
vision  and  inspection  of  food.  Much  time  has  been  devoted  to  this 
work. 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  actively  engaged  on 


slaughtering  of  pigs  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  visits  made  to  Slaughterhouses  .  858 

Number  of  visits  made  to  shops  and  food  premises  1,863 
Number  of  animals  notified  for  slaughter  under 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  .  .  940 
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The  following-  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  or  parts  thereof  condemned, 
and  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Number  killed 

PIGS. 

.  8,752 

Number  inspected  .... 

.  8,752 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Whole  carcases  condemned  .  .  .  10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned  .  .  .  .  265 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 

diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  .  3.14 

\ 


TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 


Whole  carcases  condemned  .  .  .  11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 

condemned  .  .  .  .  412 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  4.83 


SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  GOODS  CONDEMNED 
AS  DISEASED  OR  UNSOUND. 


Article 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Ors. 

Lbs 

Beef 

1 

2 

Pork  . 

4 

7 

— 

19 

Bacon  . 

11 

1 

— 

Cheese 

3 

9 

Rabbits 

2 

4 

Fish 

11 

2 

25 

Cereals 

1 

— 

4 

Dried  Fruit 

15 

1 

24 

Miscellaneous  Foods  . 

1 

2 

6 

6 

9 

3 

9 

Tinned  Meats,  Fruit, 
Fish,  Milk,  Vegetables, 
and  Jam 

2 

6 

1 

17 

Total  . 

8 

16 

_ 

26 

*  210  pounds  of  Dried  Fruit  were  salvaged  and  converted 
to  animal  feeding  stuffs. 
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Milk  Supply. 

The  farmers  in  the  district  have  suffered  from  difficulties  m 
connection  with  labour,  and  consequently  the  supervision  of 
cowsheds  has  been  more  necessary.  A  total  of  122  visits  have 
been  paid  to  cowsheds  in  the  Borough,  and  in  a  number  of  cases 
informal  action  has  had  to  be  taken  against  the  farmers  in 
connection  with  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 
Alterations,  embodying  the  relaying  of  floors  and  provision  of 
proper  channels,  were  carried  out  at  one  cowshed  during  the  year. 

The  results  of  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  the  samples 
taken  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Class  of 

Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

Appropriate 

Test 

No.  of 

Passed 

Samples 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

68 

Plate  Count 

46 

22 

Sterilised 

1 

do. 

1 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

1 

do. 

1 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

1 

do-. 

1 

— 

Accredited 

20 

Methylene  Blue 

12 

8 

B.  Coli 

17 

3 

Undesignated 

30 

Methylene  Blue 

18 

12 

B.  Coli 

17 

13 

The  percentage  of  samples  failing  the  tests  was  33J%.  This 
is  a  higher  percentage  than  for  the  previous  year. 


Heat  Treated  Milk. 

Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  supervision  of  Heat 
Treated  Milks,  and  91  samples  were  taken.  Of  this  number  12 
samples  failed  to  pass  the  appropriate  tests,  i . e . ,  11  failed  the 
methylene  blue,  and  one  the  phosphatase  tests.  It  was  discovered 
that  the  sample  failing  the  phosphatase  test  was  one  which  had 
been  pre-heated,  and  had  accidentally  been  placed  near  the 
Sterilised  milks.  As  a  result  of  a  visit  to  the  Dairy  concerned, 
steps  were  taken  to  ensure  that  such  a  mistake  would  not  recur 
in  the  future. 

Biological  Samples. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  farms  in  the 
Borough  and  submitted  for  Biological  examination.  All  the 
samples  were  returned  as  negative. 

Water  Samples. 

The  public  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Co.  Ltd.,  and  by  the  City  of  Birmingham  Water 
Department.  The  number  of  dwellings  deriving  their  water  supply 
from  wells  is  limited  to  isolated  farms  or  houses  in  the  rural  areas. 
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Sixteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  biological  or  chemical 
analysis.  Fifteen  of  the  samples  were  satisfactory  and  safe  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  One  sample  obtained  from  a 
well  which  had  been  contaminated  by  the  body  of  a  dead  cat  was 
unsafe.  This  well  was  cleaned  out  and  chlorinated,  and  the  water 
rendered  safe  for  human  consumption. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

A  total  of  242  samples  of  Foods  and  Drugs  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis.  Of  this  number  77 
samples  were  of  milk,  and  all  these  were  returned  as  genuine. 
The  number  of  samples  other  than  milk  found  to-  be  unsatisfactory 
was  20.  This  is  an  increase  of  one  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 


Samples  Analysed  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Milk 

Other 

Foods 

Milk 

Other 

Foods 

Milk 

Other 

Foods 

1st  Quarter  . 

13 

33 

13 

25 

— 

8 

2nd  Quarter  . 

17 

37 

17 

32 

— 

5 

3rd  Quarter  . 

23 

40 

23 

36 

— 

4 

4th  Quarter  . 

24 

55 

24 

52 

— 

3 

Total  . 

77 

165 

77 

145 

— 

20 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  calculated  on  all 
samples  received  was  8.3% 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  compared  with 
previous  years  was  as  follows:  — 

1942  1943  1944  1945 

3.3%  10.4%  8.7%  8.3% 

It  was  found  in  the  case  of  a  number  of  samples  of  medicines 
and  drugs  that  no  formula  was  stated  on  the  label  contrary  to  the 
Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

During  the  year,  eight  samples  were  taken  under  the  above 
Act,  and  submitted  for  analysis.  All  these  samples  were  returned 
as  satisfactory. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  has  again  been 
seriously  affected  by  labour  difficulties.  During  the  winter  months 
there  was  an  epidemic  of  illness  which  added)  further  to  our 
troubles,  and  it  was  impossible  to  maintain  a  weekly  collection 
during  the  peak  periods.  The  average  number  of  days  absent  per 
man  (excluding  holidays)  during  the  year,  was  29.  This  is  a 
reduction  compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  is  still  very  high. 
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House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 


Total  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse 


was  collected  .  .  .  .  21,600 

Total  number  of  loads  of  refuse  collected 22,157 

Total  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  .  .  23,836 

Total  tonnage  of  nightsoil  collected  .  315 

Total  tonnage  collected  from  cesspools  .  1,391 

Gross  cost  of  collection  .  .  .  £22,299 

Gross  cost  of  disposal  .  .  .  £9,682 


Gross  cost  per  ton  of  collection  . 

Gross  cost  per  ton  of  disposal 

Gross  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
per  ton 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
per  ton  . 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
per  1,000  population 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
from  each  premises  per  annum 


18s. 

8s. 

8.52d. 

1.48d. 

£1 

6s. 

10. Old. 

£1 

2s. 

6.43d. 

£335 

14s. 

9d. 

£1 

4s. 

10.43d. 

Output  of  Refuse  per  annum  (excluding  cesspool  contents). 


Output 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Per  1,000  of 
population  . 

286.78  tons 

278.35  tons 

280.56  tons 

Per  house  . 

21.24  cwts. 

20.61  cwts. 

20.78  cwts. 

There  was  an  increase  in  both  the  number  of  loads  collected 
and  tonnage  over  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  output  per  house  during  the 
year.  The  output  per  house  is  still  exceedingly  high,  and  much 
higher  than  it  should  be.  It  is  possible  that  the  overcrowded 
conditions  prevailing  are  responsible  for  the  increase  in  the  amount 
per  house  above  that  which  existed  prior  to  the  war. 

During  the  year,  over  2,000  new  dustbins  were  supplied  by 
this  department  to  owners  and  estate  agents. 
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Recovery  of  Waste  and  Dormant  Materials. 

The  total  tonnage  of  waste  materials  salvaged  during  the  year 


was  as  follows:  — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  . 

310 

7 

1,982 

12 

3 

Baled  Ferrous  Scrap  . 

263 

10 

461 

8 

6 

Black  Scrap 

67 

7 

99 

2 

8 

Non-Ferrous  Scrap  . 

2 

9 

51 

7 

8 

Textiles 

21 

3 

242 

6 

0 

Bottles  and  Jars 

6 

13 

53 

8 

7 

Cullett  . 

83 

12 

41 

16 

0 

Bones  . 

12 

11 

63 

14 

8 

Kitchen  Waste 

537 

15 

806 

16 

4 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

15 

4 

9 

5 

1307 

2 

£3,807 

2 

1 

The  totals  of  salvage  collected  and  income  received  from  1939 
to  1945  were  as  under:  — 


Year 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1939  . 

552 

8 

— 

564 

2 

11 

1940  . 

938 

1 

— 

2,485 

4 

9 

1941  . 

983 

13 

3 

3,298 

13 

10 

1942  . 

.  1,281 

7 

2 

5,313 

11 

9 

1943  . 

1,733 

3 

2 

5,616 

3 

10 

1944  . 

1,587 

14 

— 

4,619 

12 

1 

1945  . 

1,307 

2 

— 

3,807 

2 

1 

Total 

8,383 

9 

3 

.  £25,704 

11 

3 

Yours  obediently, 

VV.  W.  FOAKES,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Superintendent  Refuse 
Removal  and  Disposal. 
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